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| M aybe you have never needed the services .
- of an attorney before; but now you do. Obvi-. =

- ously, you want a ]awyer who can handle i your

f”fSelectmg A l.awyer
~ Specializing in Wllls,
| 'l‘rusts and Estates l.aw

partlcular legal situation, and who has exper-

tise in the area of law relatmg to your legal -
‘ kneeds ' o -

To assist you in ﬁndmg such a lawyer, the Su- B

preme Court of Florida directed The Florida .

 Bar to offer a “Board Certlﬁcatlon 'program
* for Florida lawyers: The program is designed -
- to help the public make an informed dec1swn :

when seeklng and selectlng a lawyer

- Whlle all lawyers are allowed to advertlse only
- certified lawyers are allowed to identify them-

- selves as “Florida Bar Board Certified” or as a:-
.- “specialist.” Certification is the highest level .
~ of recognition by The Florida Bar of the com-
- petency and experience of atforneys in. the
. areas of law approved for certlﬁcatlon by the
. state Supreme Court. PR -

» A lawyer whois a member in good standmg of .
- The Florida Bar and who meets the standards ~
‘set bythe Supreme Court of Florida; may be- .
come.a “Board Certlﬁed Wllls 'I‘rusts and Es- R

X tates. Lawyer :

Certlﬁed lawyers in wﬂls trusts and estate
law deal with all -aspects of the analysis and - .
i plannmg for the conservation and disposition |
- of estates, giving due cons1derat10n totheap- .
~ plicable tax consequences, both federal and

state; the preparation of legal instruments to

effectuate estate plans; administering estate, - \
including tax related matters; and probate ht1-' o
gatlon

Every lawyer certified in W111s trusts andgs-

‘tatelaw has practlced law on a full-time basis

~for at least five years. In instances where the
- lawyer has éarned a LL.M. degree in taxatlon-
- or estate, planmng and probate, four years of

practice are necessary. Each certified lawyer

- has had substantial involvement—40 percent -
~ or more—in thé practice of wills, trust and es-

tate law.during the two years immediately pre-

~‘ceding certification. To be certified, the law-

“yer was required to have substantial involve-

" mentin estate planning, planmng for i Incapac--
o 1ty, administration of estates and trusts, fidu--
‘- elary and transfer taxation, probate and trust
-law, estates and trust litigation and homestead -

laW in the ﬁve years precedmg certlﬁcatlon

‘ Each certlﬁed lawyer has passed peer review,

completed 90 hours of continuing legal educa-

tion within three years immediately preced-
ing apphcatron and has passed a written ex-
.- amination demonstrating knowledge, skills .

“and proﬁmency in the field'of wills, trusts.and -
 estates law to justify the representatlon of spe- -
i c1al competence ‘

. Board. certlﬁcatlon is valid for five years, dur- °
. ing which time the attorney must continue to - "
. practice law and attend Florida Bar-approved -
~ continuing legal educatlon courses. To.be re-
- certified, requirements similar to those forini-
. tial certification must be met. Not all quali-. .-
S fied lawyers are certified, but those who. are - |
 “board certified have taken the extra step to |
" have their competence and experlence recog- i
: mzed :

WﬂIs Trusts and Estates Certlﬁcatlon was ap- -

proved for: Florida Bar members by the Su-

K. preme Court of Flonda in 1985.
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