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M.. aybe you have never needed the services
of an attorney before; but now you do. Obviously, .
you want a lawyer who can handle your par-
ticular legal situation, and who has expertise

.in the area of law relatmg to your legal needs -

Selectmg A I.awyer

'l‘ax I.aw

o assist you in- ﬁndmg such a lawyer the Su- ‘
- preme Court of Florida directed The FloridaBar .
to offer a “Board Certlﬁcatton program for
" Florida lawyers. The program is designed to help-
‘the public make an informed decision when :
-seekmg and selectmg a lawyer.

'VVhﬂe all lawyers are allowed to advert1Se only

certified attorneys are allowed toidentify them-

- selves as “Florida Bar Board Certified” orasa .~ -
“specialist.” Certification is the highest level of .
‘recognition by The Florida Bar of the compe- .
tency and experience of attorneys in the areas -
‘of law approved for cert1ﬁcat1on by the state
' Supreme Court : ; o

A lawyer whoisa member in good standmg of -
. The Florida Bar and who meets the standards-

set by the Supreme Court of Florida, may be- -
. come a “Board Certified Tax Lawyer .

Certified tax law lawyers deal with legal issues .
‘pertaining to federal, state or local income, es-

tate, glft ad valorem, exc1se or other taxes

Every lawyer cert1ﬁed in tax law has practlced

~ law on a full-time basis for at least five years or -~

for four years if the lawyer has a LL.M. degree
in taxation. Each certified lawyer has had sub-

stantial involvement — at least 500 hours per
year — in the- specialty of tax law during the

three years immediately preceding, application.
Each. certified lawyér must ‘also have passed

vpeer review, completed 90 hours of contmumg o

‘ legal educatlon w1thm the three years 1mmed1— -

- ately preceding application and passed a writ- -

_ten examination demonstrating knowledge, -
" skills and proficiency in the field of tax law to a
- Justlfy recogmtmn asa Spec1ahst S e

Board cert1ﬁcat1on is vahd for ﬁve years dur-v

"_ing which time the attorney must continue to
* practice law and attend Florida Bar-approved

advanced continuing legal education courses. To - '

* be recertified, requirements similar to those for

initial certification must be met. Not all quali- =
fied lawyers are certified, but those who are "
board certified have taken the extra step to have :
thexr competence and expenence recogmzed

- _Tax Law Cert1ﬁcat1on was approved by the Su- -'
- preme Court of Flomda in 1982 ~
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